The Challenge to Democracy
so to-day some believe existing evils to be inevitable
or providential; and some suggest remedies as useless
as prayer was for escaping cholera. But with the
experience of the century behind us, we cannot assume
that any evil is incurable, even if, as it was with our
forefathers, we do not know all the facts which it may
be necessary to know in order to solve the problem.
The impatience of all active minds with the present
system of city government by elected representatives
and expert officials who follow a routine is due
both to the knowledge that certain social evils are
not overcome and to the feeling that our powers
to build a new city are very much greater than those
in office seem to believe.
The present situation, therefore, requires both a
new view of the nature of the problem and, also, a
new view of the forces which may be used to solve it.
On the one hand, the evils of to-day all raise the one
whole problem of the life of the community; and
on the other, the force for destroying these evils is an
actual life in common, immeasurably more powerful
than that which our forefathers had at their disposal.
Thus the central issue is not how many houses shall
be built to the acre, or how much shall be given to the
unemployed in "public assistance," but what sort
of a city do we desire to live in. What sort of men and
women do we desire to be and to have as neighbours?
Obviously, men and women who do not suffer from
disease; but for that provision is already made.
Is it not also deskable that the city should be without
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